2011 – 2012 Mathematics Achievement Fund (MAF)

District Assurance

The Mathematics Achievement Fund grant provides schools with funds for teacher training, implementation of mathematics diagnostic assessment, intervention services and program(s) that address the needs of students in the primary program who are struggling with mathematics.  The diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should promote effective instructional practices in mathematics.  Selected mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) should be based on data specific to the needs of the identified students that the program(s) will serve.  

As specified in KRS 158.844, the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected must be:

1. provided to a student by a certified teacher with training in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services

2. based on reliable, replicable research; and

3. based on the ongoing assessment of individual student needs.

The mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and program(s) selected by schools will determine the instructional method required for implementation (e.g., one on one, students grouped for the specific purpose of receiving appropriate intervention services). 
The fiscal agent for the application for public schools must be a local school district.


Funded schools may choose one of the following implementation models for the 2011-12 school year:

1. full-time MAF-funded intervention teacher (e.g., a 1.0 or two 0.5 certified individuals)

2. half-day MAF-funded intervention teacher

Questions regarding use of Title I funds should be referred to the KDE Title I office via 
e-mail at   Dan. Davison @ education.ky.gov
Since the Mathematics Achievement Fund grant stipulates a minimum of half-time devoted to direct pull-out of intervention students, the other half of the intervention teacher’s time is flexible for collaborative work with other primary grade teachers. In the event the second option above is selected, schools will need to be sure the intervention needs of students are met before any collaborative work with other primary grade teachers is considered.

Note:  This grant is a school-based program. In the event a single district has multiple schools participating, each school must have the same percentage of the allotment as (the previous year.) 

Program-related questions for MAF should be directed to Tim Sears via e-mail at Tim.Sears@education.ky.gov

Students that receive intervention services from the MIT, (whose salary is paid through the Math Achievement Grant fund)
· Must be in the primary program and identified as at-risk in mathematics  

· must receive intervention services based on a school determined process for recommending and assessing student eligibility 
· must be assessed for purposes of identification with grant funded assessments

The MIT must be highly trained, qualified and certified, with a minimum of 3 years teaching experience. 
The following will NOT meet the criteria for the MIT: classified staff, instructional assistants, emergency certified teachers or teachers in the Kentucky Teacher Internship Program (KTIP).  
The MIT must:

· Read and adhere to the MAF grant requirements, their school’s grant proposal, and the MIT handbook.

· Collaborate with their principal regarding decisions for spending the MAF. 

· Prepare reports for the Kentucky Department of Education, including a list of Mathematics Achievement Fund expenses and an inventory of the school’s MAF grant program property.
· Complete teacher assessments/surveys as directed by KCM staff.

· Communicate with the KCM Regional Coordinator any problems or needs for support,  Work with Regional Coordinator to schedule support, coaching, and fidelity observation visits. Involve families in the intervention program.
· Attend and fully participate in all required MIT trainings/meetings/visits as specified by the KCM. Communicate with the KCM Regional Coordinator reasons for absences from trainings and meetings.

· Collaborate with regular classroom teachers to improve the mathematics instruction in all primary grades classrooms.

· Participate in the school’s Response to Intervention student decision making team.
· Collaborate with administrators in the student identification process.
· Administer and submit student assessments as directed by KCM (Kentucky Center for Mathematics)staff. 

· Obtain parental permission for participation in the intervention program.

· Post a thoughtful comment on the KCM Forum each month.

· Complete Year 1 mid-year report

The building principal must:

· 1st    Provide support for the MIT, including:

· access to students who are struggling in mathematics

· materials

· meeting with the MIT and/or Regional Coordinator at least once per year
· classroom space

· opportunities for the MIT to formally share with school staff best practices for developing numeracy and implementing the new Kentucky Core Academic Standards for Mathematics and Standards for Mathematical Practices.
· time for administering assessments

· acceptance of cutting-edge, daily lesson plans based on formative assessment

· adequate time for lessons, video review (Math Recovery), planning, and 
        appropriate group size
· approval of MIT requests for supplemental funding to attend optional, ongoing professional development experiences in improving professional mathematics intervention practice and leadership, if funding is available
· release time for training, conferences, visits/meetings as specified by the KCM
· professional development resources, such as books and journal subscriptions

· collaborative online meeting time with other MITs

· time for visiting/collaborating with the regular math classes and coordinating MIT’s work with the RtI math committee
· scheduling flexibility to accommodate visits from KCM regional coordinators.
· time for involving families

· Restrict the MIT assignment to primary grades mathematics teaching (no substitute teaching), at least half-day which must be direct service for struggling primary students

· Collaborate with the MIT in the identification of struggling students

· Collaborate with the MIT in decisions regarding appropriate expenditures of the Mathematics Achievement Funds (MAFs)

· Secure the Terra Nova tests, if supplied by the KCM, at all times except during administration

· Principal and  Financial Officer  submits quarterly budget reports and the next year’s annual budget to KDE; work with the MIT to prepare the annual budget request and inventory checklist to submit to the KDE.


The MIT must:

· Ensure that a universal screening assessment is administered to all primary students and
· Choose a testing plan and submit to the KCM for program evaluation completed Terra Nova tests for all intervention students and an equal number of comparison students or submit all K-5 universal screening two or three times per year.  Contact Laura Bristol bristoll1@nku.edu if you have questions about the testing options.


704 KAR 3:480. Mathematics diagnostic and intervention grants states that monitoring of awarded grants [MAF funded schools] shall include at least the following:

· The school must agree to maintain and report progress-monitoring data three times per year on participating students to the Kentucky Department of Education and the Kentucky Center for Mathematics.  

· The school must agree to designate a staff person to coordinate data collection and reporting.  Funds cannot be used to hire an additional person above the elementary certified teacher highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services solely for these duties.

· The school district must agree to provide quarterly financial reports for each funded school. 

· The school must agree to participate in statewide evaluations of the program at the request of the Kentucky Center for Mathematics (KCM), http://www.kentuckymathematics.org/index.html
· In order to have a standard measure of progress, the school must use the common diagnostic assessments, progress monitoring, and outcome measures required by the KCM at least twice per year.  Costs associated with ordering materials and scoring for the common assessments will be funded by the KCM and need not be part of the grant fund request.  The common assessments currently required by the KCM are Terra Nova, although schools may opt to send their existing universal screening scores for all K-5 students rather than give another test.
· An annual evaluation report must be submitted at the end of the school year to KDE using an online form and shall include:

· student data

· longitudinal student performance data and comparative progress data (e.g., those receiving intervention vs. those not receiving services)

· pre/post tests

· a teacher-monitoring mechanism to ensure program implementation

· Annual data must be provided on:

· teacher training

· number of students identified in need of mathematics intervention services

· number of students actually served

· number of hours students receive intervention

· evaluation of student progress data

· description of (including number of hours) professional development in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for the MIT

· collaboration

· family involvement

· family involvement




The School Budget Summary Form, a detailed, itemized explanation of expenditures, must be submitted.
Funds may be used to:

· support training of the Mathematics Intervention Teacher (MIT) for mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs

· implement research-based mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs designed to improve the mathematics achievement of targeted primary students for the mathematics intervention teacher

· provide salary for an elementary certified teacher highly trained in mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students to support implementation of the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services and programs.  Classified staff and/or instructional assistants cannot be hired or supported by grant funds

· provide quality professional development on research-based mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention instructional strategies that improve the mathematics achievement of targeted primary students  
· allow expenses to:
· cover registration fees and travel for the mathematics intervention teacher to attend state and national conferences specific to mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services for primary students
· provide release time, substitutes or stipends for the mathematics intervention teacher to participate in job-embedded professional development including study groups and/or self or peer reflection on teaching practices related to mathematics as determined by the KCM
· purchase materials required for professional development of the mathematics intervention teacher
· contract with a professional development provider of mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention services
· train the mathematics intervention teacher in aligning family involvement activities to support the mathematics intervention program(s)
· purchase instructional materials required as a part of the research-based mathematics intervention program(s) 
· purchase technology equipment, not to exceed $5000, (between JULY 1, 2011 and JUNE 30, 2015). This applies to any equipment/hardware that has a cord and/or a battery.  This purchase shall include no more than 5 computers.  All technology equipment, including the computers, must be housed in the MIT’s classroom and used with primary grades students who receive pull-out intervention.
· purchase software for a computer which is integral to the mathematics diagnostic assessment and intervention program(s)
Any district that chooses to receive MAF funding in FY12 will need to submit their budget for FY12 to KDE at the address listed below no later than July 15, 2011 along with the signed District Assurance.
Kentucky Dept. of Education

Susan Ronca
500 Mero Street

16th Floor – CPT

Frankfort, KY 40601
____________________________

________________

Superintendent Signature
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